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A major issue of Chinese Comunist policy which has not ye’ been resolved is
the cholce of curricula for institutions of higher learning. The Chinese

Communists take the position that the libera

arts institutions have not,

during the decades since the Revolution of 1911, produced rany persons able
to toke active pert in or to supervise effectively the praciical work necesg~

ary to develope a prosperous China.

The Communists distrust the concept of

2 liberal education., In addivion, they point to the immediate need for the

training of technicians and professicnal mea for rece
ministration of the government. {In mid-1950 they esh
purposes to be 22,000 college praduates.

I the summ

struction and the ade
rated the need for such
+ of 1950, 17,000 stu-

dents finished college. -t is not known how many ere -=ow employed by the gove

ernment ., )

For these reasons they want to abolish the .uiversities with liberal

arts courses and establish instead many technieal and professional colleres.

Already many institutions have been estublished according to these rrinciples,
The Hurbin Industrial Gollege, for example, is organized into funclional de=-
prrtments on a basis which, from a norw 1l academic point of view, aprears
very odd. Follouwlng two years of Russian lancuace, the student specializes in

a division such as the Tractor Department.

The "Urdversity of the Feople,”

vhich was opened durin; the late summer of 1550 in Pekin, is orcanized cn a
professional or technical basls, and nol accordin: to academic di ciplines.
Dopartments have such btitles as the follo.ing: accounting, rublic {inance,
interncvional trade, sbatisbics. There are no liberal orts courses.

The intellecluels and literals among the democratic personsges in Pepiing and
elsevhere point out the dansers which will result from the eliminction of +he
likeral srts universities. They admit thal in Lhe post the universities have
produced few persons willing and able to tzke an active purt in the hard work

of developing the country, and agree to the present need for & 1
technieians, llowever, looking berond tho immediate need, they ant
offects of o swing to the other extreme.
duce; in effeet, tools vithout o brain,

number of
ipale the

The mrofessional schools will pro-
The emphesis of a parre: technical ed-

ucation ultimotely will cause trouble for the New Chinz, s thore will be a
very serious shortage of young people who h ve the breadth of vision necessary

to become futurc leaders.
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In Peping in .pril and May 1950 thore was :» lopg and bitter debate betweer

the Communist leaders desiring the substitudion of techniecsl and profession=

al training, and the inmtellectuals, including ithe Yemocratic Leayue, favoring
retention of the present liberal arts institutions. The intcllectuals pro-
tested so vehemently that the Communaists informed the universities that they
could meintain their present system, bub thot within three years they must
adopt a curriculum which will produce well-trained technicians and profession~
al men. Thus for the present many departments such as philosophy have survived.

The intellesctuals are continulng to press their polnt of view. It has, however,
become expedient to fight indirectly. The intellectuals pursue the theme that
for technical progress, nerrow professional training is not enoush. & Geman
physicist who has studied the Cerman V-2 rockets and who can quote from Gers

man scientific literature on that subjoet hus stated that such technical develop-
nents as these are not possible willioul close cooperaticn of many depertments
such as physics, chemistry, and the other seicntiiic disciplines, 7These denart-
rments exist only in the modern liberzl arts university.

Thus the universities have not yet bLeen destroyed by the Communist Government,
although muech emphasis has been placed on technical and ;rofessionsl Lreining,
Uuring the past few months the povermment his come to realisze that institutions
for poiiticel indoctrination,such as Fan Fang University in Canton, connot toke
the place of the orthodox universities. This realization has come slovly and
it dis not yet clear how deeply it is felt by the Communists.
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